
Inspection of Wise Owls Pre-School
Farnham Royal Village Hall, Farnham Lane, Farnham Royal, Slough SL2 3AX

Inspection date: 4 October 2021

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection Not applicable



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children have many opportunities to develop a love of books. Staff read regularly 
with them and encourage discussions about what is happening and what the 
illustrations mean. This interaction helps children develop a stronger understanding
of the story. Children are well behaved. They show respect for their environment 
and resources. For example, they handle and hold books with care as they turn the
pages to look at the pictures. Children thoroughly enjoy playing musical 
instruments and singing rhymes. Children confidently join in with the actions of 
those rhymes most familiar to them. 

Children are happy and feel safe at the setting. They are eager to choose their play
activities and make decisions about what to do next. For instance, children 
confidently access additional resources, such as shells and stones, to adapt their 
pretend play with cars and small-world characters. Using these, children are able to
demonstrate their emerging imaginations and creativity. Nurturing staff have high 
expectations for children's learning. They provide a commentary to help children 
gain more from their experiences and build on what they know already. Young 
children are able to show that they can count to five, follow instructions, and are 
able to find solutions to simple problems, for example when a stone becomes stuck
in a car.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Leadership of the setting is good. The newly appointed manager is keen and 
enthusiastic to help ensure strong outcomes for children's learning. She is 
ambitious about the ways to build partnerships with parents and promote home-
learning ideas. Children and their parents benefit from tailored settling-in 
arrangements. There are some gaps, however, in regard to the consistency and 
depth of what staff know about children attending to help staff build an even 
more secure knowledge of children's family backgrounds and home life, as well 
as knowledge about the local community. 

n Children attending are currently all relatively new to the setting. Staff are 
efficient in completing the required assessments for children aged two years. 
This helps them identify any minor gaps in children's learning so they can take 
prompt action to ensure children receive additional support where needed. A 
clear focus is made in helping children to build on their language, socialisation 
skills and physical development. 

n Overall, staff have a good understanding of their curriculum. They plan well 
generally to support children's learning. For example, staff effectively build on 
activities that help children new to the setting, to settle and play with others. 
Staff are mindful to provide opportunities that help children enhance their 
communication skills. Occasionally, however, this planning is too challenging for 
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the youngest children. For instance, at the inspection, staff used a painting 
activity to help young children name and mix colours to make new ones. 
However, staff had not yet helped children to securely learn the names of all 
these colours. As a result, children became distracted and were more interested 
in pouring and mixing the paint. Nevertheless, young children were confident to 
shout out the colour they had learned, for instance 'blue'.

n Caring staff help children to manage their feelings and build positive 
relationships with others through play. This includes role-play experiences with 
dolls in the home corner. Children sensitively rock 'baby' to sleep and give 
cuddles. Staff interact well with children around the play kitchen. They ask 
children to make tea and toast and then extend the play further by waiting on 
the children too. Kind, well-behaved children say 'thank you' in response. 

n Staff use their curriculum effectively to support children's personal development.
For example, staff are helping children to be more aware of the importance of 
good dental hygiene. Children use toothbrushes and a printed model of the 
mouth with teeth to learn about this. Staff encourage children to be physically 
active outdoors. Children develop control and coordination. For example, they 
use a range of tools as they pretend to cook at the mud kitchen. Staff encourage
children to gain new skills and independence. For instance, young children learn 
to pour water and milk from jugs into their cups at snack time.

n Parents are positive about the care that their children receive. They speak highly
of the staff and state that their children have settled happily.  

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

The provider uses robust recruitment procedures to help ensure all staff are 
suitable for their roles. Staff demonstrate a good understanding of their 
responsibilities to safeguard children. They regularly update training to embed their
knowledge of all aspects of safeguarding matters. Staff confidently respond to 
questions and scenarios to demonstrate this, including the procedures to follow if 
they have a concern about a child or if an allegation is made against a staff 
member. Staff adhere to secure policies and procedures that effectively promote 
the health, safety and well-being of children. The environment is welcoming and 
safe. Children show they feel content and emotionally secure.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n build on staff understanding of the backgrounds and home life of the children 
attending to help children learn more about their wider community

n enhance the planning of activities to better suit the individual learning needs of 
children.
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY554430

Local authority Buckinghamshire

Inspection number 10176929

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register

Day care type Sessional day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection 2 to 2

Total number of places 32

Number of children on roll 5

Name of registered person Wise Owls Club Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP905594

Telephone number 01753 306743

Date of previous inspection Not applicable

Information about this early years setting

Wise Owls Pre-School registered in 2017. It is based at Farnham Royal Village Hall 
in Slough and is open Monday to Friday from 9am to 3pm during term time. The 
setting receives funding for the provision of free early education for children aged 
two to four years. The pre-school employs two staff, both of whom hold 
appropriate qualifications at level 3.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Aileen Finan
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the provider received since the COVID-19 
(coronavirus) pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the 
pandemic with the provider and has taken that into account in her evaluation of 
the provider.

n The manager and the inspector completed a learning walk to discuss the 
intentions for children's learning.

n Separate discussions took place between the inspector, the manager, the 
provider and parents.

n The inspector observed interactions between staff and children.
n A joint observation was completed with the manager. 

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence,
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2021
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